
EASIER HOURS PROMISED

llroad Street Mlll^ery, Department
and Dry (ioodsHtoros Decide

to Close *Eurly."
¦Wllil/ ^ FACILITATE DELIVERY

'Early Closing' Movement Has
(.allied til-eater foothold In Itlch-

. monil This Yew Than Ever Be¬
fore.will Not *e Open at Night.
tihopgiiiH in Htoi^H on llroad Street

will not labor "aftf hours" nor work
"over time" during; |1i«j Christmas holi¬
days, for millinery,liry «oo«1b and de¬
partment stores '.jmploylng female"elfcrkH have close at <i o'clockS/duVim; Ilie holiday season. This tie-lion lias been taMlt in order that
..sa{cs people, the ^livery forece, driv¬
ers and horses msf K«t sufficient rent/111line the busy asisoii and to fae.M-tate tin- prompt cHlvery of packages.
Much lias been preached and writ¬

ten about the outworked shopgirlsdurliiK 'he chrlstnas holidays, and
year after year t,e leading stores of
itiehiuonil have gradually shortened
the hours. l-'or JJ long time many or
the Idehmond stoi'H have closed early
during the holidjr season, hut this
vear the earlv-'^sing movement hasgained greaf-r fothold than ever he-
fore.
JIKMKVi: l'I llU

JIVII.1. «:0-«l'KHATE
Merchants bclfve tluit the public,

especially those ^vho have agitated
Shorter hours to store employes, will
now show theirappreciation of the
Carlv closing mtfemetit »>y shopping
ea'rlv, for the sires will not be open
at night during*'hrlstmas.

1 lesplte the qpomy walls of calam¬
ity howlers a hot "hard times- and
numoti.r- sirlrigney. \V A. Cla. ke. Jr.,
secretary of tlnKeti.ll Merchants As¬
sociation. who js In close touch with
Lho lead in if mediants of Hlchmon 1,
sn id last night/that merchants all re¬

port lame sal* and good t n.es Ken-
oVnlly "Many of the merchants say
that their sale have been cv*:n

t»,i. year ban during the holld.i>V« >°r." MV-,"krrnight "i liav talked with nearly allof8 them peritfially, and they a 1 sa>
'that sales hat been larn« durlni. t e

«e«son approving the hohdays. Man>
of them ha vet old n.e that their ..i

this var wet better than tl.ey *<rc
' during the ««»e period last > i at.

Worker, i the various stores of
Rb hriond «»o desire to visit the.rf "0,,"T The 'SSSot' so'In

j pruetlcall" eery instance, accord I nKto
i Mr fluke Newspaper reporters will

Loidr emplofs as the.» is every ln.ll-
, ration now hat " 111 .

>sK.,s

sutp'sks.u
fidnvs of he many establishments off M * conceit that .lot the country, the
1 ,nanu-er tH Mr. Clarke that only two
.'of "heir Mablishments. the store here
«»..! th- of- at Washington. would ob-"{rve thef-early . dos ng hours H o
'

manager /tbl thru in
I mi ores wlc kept open until 1-te .itUifent tw. "shlfi." of employes were

fTkked what Richmond merchantsithoUKht/.f the decision f f ,!"unt-«tate CO»merce Commission .n v r.fni anincrease in freight rates to«?,.«¦
uere si enthusiastic over it. at£&mcl'fl think that It will mean bet-te' tn>-s and general for
bo,h ^pr:%atbariri "ave talkedth« iierchants tn.ii '

rti-h said Secretary f'larke. sef.n t°
t hlnk that it will mean .K11-
,,c-.s .a11. I hotter times all round.

GO TO SCENE OF WRECK
Mine <'orpornlion Comn.l^lon Hr^n-I n\ rltlurntbin of .IrtrAvi le A. « .!«.' .

upon --ln« of

^vnVe°"wh[r ^urredh/r,dav"oV'nraUonJ "co tn tn i ss ion. instructedfe iihtrd T Wilson to -secure a

sneri.-l train for a run to the s^ne.\t 10 o'clock yesterday morning the
1 v»n rt imI 'rum K chinond. < »n

!- V rone, n. r- R.-ynolil» and Bur-
M-irve Mr. <.nne Is a special apent!>f the commissi^; Mr

tlclal stenographtr, and Mr . . .

.special civil enBheer retained b> tae

H..1 every ro,.». to
that the *>ad was in wood c.on-ItTtlon SSk Wl.«n said before the

W//////MVif/^/A\\VVW/^
| WhatFloWers |
| Do /or Weary j!
^ D^ft brains *
% The eyes ind the brain of the

busy man, K> matter what kind
J5 of work he l)llovv8, become weary
S and need r*t. just tho same aa

SS any other part of the human
body. /
Nothing las been found in the

tvIcIq world that will give weary
g eyes and n tired brain more iin-
5 mediate re.< than a few moments
£ gazing on i pretty bed of bright
^ colored flctvers. The contrast Is
^ ho great fom that which has oc-
S cupled tlfe organs until they
5j were wet nlgh exhausted, and

Sthe effect is simply marvellous.
Flower* in the home divert

9 tho mind and rest the weary eyes5 of the Jousewlfe and mother.
S A bo.Kiuet in the sick room
A aidl in keeping the mind off the
® disia.se, anil often starts the
jS brifn on a new channel of
U th^tght that puts the patient on

JB th« road to recovery. .

Jr Mowers in the ofllce, or on the
2 deik of the weary elerk or ste-
^ nofrapher, will produce such a
$$ teflng effect that by actual com-

^ pajlson more work is accomplish-S edj by those whose eyes and
2 brjlns are rested by the pres-
Ul cn|e of those gifts from nature,
y irtlsts visit the parks ami
rd g.'tdens to study the flowers, and
V IhRr orbs are wonderfully toned
l! upby the refreshing glimpses of
K «4hl colors In nature, and no ar-

^ ti.'i lias ever been successful who
m dos not study colors In the
g boiitlful flowers. ,

t will pay any student, or any-Sg oif> deeply engrossed Iti thoughtZp almg any particular line which
y isjipt to make their brain weary.
Mi tohave a pot of bright flowers
|| oi|- tho desk..From Sunday

Alorlcan, September 14.

CMeei»t flloomn for Every Me«-
Iwnge thnt KlnweM Cnn

Convey.
Klwern Telonrnphert to all PiirtM

of the United State*

<}\n L. Ratcliffe
>. 209 IV. Broad
r////A\\uu\v»\\\iaf!L1.

With German Emperor On Field

Gen VonXhxch. an TbzAjr ofIn^>pcctiorL
The Gorman Emperor, with hands behind his back, stands second fromJolt. Germany's War Minister, General von Falkenhayn, stands at his left.First at his right is Duke Albert of Wurttemberg, who has been with theGermr n troops in Belgium. The Kaiser and the War Minister, who are di¬recting the troop movement, are surrounded by their aides-de-camp.This photograph of General von Klurk, seated in his automobile, wastaken just before he sent, his army into battle. He is on a tour of inspectionand <s giving his field officers his final orders. He and some of the officersabout him are wearing cloth coverings over their polished helmets, so theywill not make a shining target for the enemy's sharpshooters.

party left on the special train. There t
have been servral inspections of the
road, and tiie railroad companl, at the
instigation of the commission. made
.'jctonsive improvements. renewing
thousands of tics and replaying heavy
rails (or liKhter ones.
The railroad company, as required

by tiie commission, has been making
regular montlily reports on the con¬
dition of the road.

Ainhernt County Mnn Itolilird.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch. I

I.YNCHIIUUG. VA. December 1 .I.
Camden. of Amherst County, re¬

ported to the police last night that
li»- was robbed by a idcUpocket on a

crowded street car last evening:, the
thief (jetting ?1S from one of his
pockets. The thief made his escapebefore the robbery was discovered, but
Camden was able to describe him to the
police.

I"lr*t Community Tree.
UAKIUSONUURO. VA., December 13. jHarrisonburg will have its first coin-

munity Christmas tree on Thursdayevening. The snovement began with
the Hetnil Merchants' Association.

%
A

chorus of f><»" voices, trained by Miss
Kay, of the State Normal and the town
schools, will be a feature. The tree jwill lie erect-;»i in front of the court¬
house on the square.

SENATOR ECHOLS
DIES AT HIS HOME

(Continued from First Page.>
«!«.»»t of the Senate. DurltiK the suc-

cct'dlni? four years he devoted himself
closely to liln large business Interests,
hclai; vlcc-prcsldcnt of the National
Valley Hank, Staunton, and from April.
1905, president of that bank. In the
meantime, he had kept in close touch
with the politics of his county and
Stale as a member of the Hta(o Demo¬
cratic Executive Cominltteo. He acted
as chairman of th?t body during tin-
recent campaign who: Lieutenant-Uov-
ernor Ellyson, its chiv'rtnan, was a
candidate for re-eleetlo.r in Au¬
gust, 1905, lie was again bnught ac¬
tively before the people of his district
by his nomination to the State Senate.
He resumed his neat in the Sonatv in
190G. In subsequent elections he w;<i
re-elected, holding his seat to the time
of his death. .

When the Special Tax Commission
was created by the last legislature.
Senator Echols was appointed to serve
with that important body, and was
elected by his associates of the com¬
mittee to the "'hair. He succeeded Sen¬
ator Keozell aH chairman of the Sen¬
ate Finance I'ommlitee.

Mr. Echols married on June 1S95,
Mirs. Margaret Young, of Douisville,
Ky, daughter of Colonel John Young,
of that city. Mrs Echols, with two
children.Harriet and John.survives
hi in.

i»mmi\Evr mkmdrii of
SKtKKAi. i.odces

Senator Echols was a member of
several social and beneficiary orders,
and was promin-.-nt in the Benevolent
and Protective Order o; Elks. He was
fond of outiloor pport», and delighted
in gunning, usually spending ids vaca¬
tion in the uutnmer hunting dcor in
the mountains of Virginia or moose in
the forests of Canada.
Senator Echols was unwell for some

weeks before the work of the Tax
Commission was concluded. Me loft
Richmond for his home In Staunton
the day before the report of the com¬
mission was submitted to the Governor,
saying to hi* associates that he felt
as if lie were breaking in health. To
others in the Capitol Building Senator
Echols remarked that he did not feel
at all sure that he would he able to
return to Richmond for the specl.il
session of the General Assembly. He
said he was a very sick man, and he
knew It.
The death of Senator Echols causes

another vacancy in the State Senate,
which must be supplied by a, special
election. The election will -be called
in a few days, in all probability.
There remains also one vacancy in

the House of Delegates, which will i>c
supplied In the same manner. An elec¬
tion must be held to semi a successor'
to Delegate Hartley, of Sussex, to the
House. Delegate Hartley died on the
day preceding the last general elec¬
tion in a hospital in Petersburg, where
he had been carried after being struck
by a train near Petersburg.

COPPKIt FOH ITAhY SAFE

ilritlNli Official* !Sn Hulled With (iusrnn-
ter of Government.

WASHINGTON. December 19..Rep¬
resentatives of the Western copper pro¬
ducing interests who called on Secre-
tarv Bryan to-day were informed that
un "understanding was being framed be¬
tween the United States and Great
Britain with every indication of suc¬
cess. whereby American copper would
be allowed to be transported to Italy
without detention.
Most American copper is shipped "to

order," or consigned directly to bel¬
ligerent countries. Consequently the
British government, which already had
declared copper contraband, asserted
the right to seize it. The nature of the
understanding which has been reached
between the British government and
Italy, which will permit the resumption
of the American copper trade . with
Italy is not disclosed, but it is under¬
stood at the State Department that
the British are satisried with the guar¬
antees which the Italian government
will extend that the copper will not
reach Germany or Austria, if allowed
to enter Italian ports.
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100 Women's Winter
Suits for

$6.50 and $9.50
These Prices Being so far Below Regular

That Comparison Would Seem
Exaggerations

t

317 EJBROAD
Selling starts at 8:30 o'clock, to-morrow

morning, when the alert, will he here ready
to do her choosing. , ^
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PRINCIPALS' CLUB GIVES t
ENJOYABLE BANQUET

1'hnlrinnn Klirl, of Clfjr School Himri),
I'nj* IIIkH Trlliulr In Dr.

J. A. Cbmidler.
Tho Principals' Club of the Richmond ;

i rity Schools isavo an enjoyable banquet
on Friday nlKlit to members of the .

I City School Roard. and to the superln-
tendent and assistant superintendents,at Murphy's Hotel. \V. C. Ulakey,president of the club, presided at themeeting.

After he hail briefly reviewed thowork of tbe club during the past year.j Mr. HI akey Introduce)! F. C. Kbel,chairman of the school board, whomade an Interesting address). Thespeaker payed a glowing tribute toDr. J. A. C. Chandler on the progressIn the various schools which has beenmade under his administration. Mr.Kbel expressed the hope that schoolsj will soon institute departments for vo¬cational training for preparing boys iand girls for their work in life.
; In his speech before the club Dr.Chandler emphasized Die importanceof the school principal's position in tbelife of the community, and said thatvithout the co-operation and Interestj '"f the principals It would be Impossibleto Inaugurate progressive methods in 1I caching.

Jeter Jones, a new member of then-hool board, addressing the meeting,urged that the school principals andmember* of the board co-operate In
*n (ffort to make the work a success."The Old ami tin- New Principal-' was'.he subject of an interesting addressby Professor Turner. The speakerPtrlkingly illustrated the contrast inpositions hold by school principals In !the past, and the high estet-in in whichthey are now held by the public.O. Oarrington Moseley. principal of:hc Highland Park High School, speak-ing in beijalf of the schools which»vere recently annexed to the cityschool system, expressed the hope thatthe Joining of the schools will mean jprogress for all concerned, lie pledgedtbe hearty support of the schools an-nexed to any progressive movementj-deslgned to better educational con->1 it ions.
Forty or more persons, including Ischool principals- and members of theschool board, attended tho meeting.The gathering was an enthusiastic one.

INDIAN SCENEj
I nlqur Display of C nmpflre In Hoys'Department »t Kerry's.
The miniature Indian and forestscene in the children's clothing de¬partment of f>. H. Kerry & Co. is one oflite most unique and attractive of themany beautiful Christmas exhibits tobe seen in Richmond shops. The scenewas arranged primarily to display chil¬dren's costumes and dress, but thohands that fashioned the picture haveshown such cunning that the exhibitis equal to the work of an artist.The scene shows a typical forest.

tre trees, grass and shrubbery are all

there, and there Is a blazing camp fire,wiih Ions piled lil«h upon It. A beau- !tlful Indian maid ami a brave youncwarrior are seated by the Are." Halfhidden in the forest foliage near-by!ar<i two youthful braves, apparentlybent on mischief. The pretty face of
the Indian maiden encuKCH one of
'th«-m, and ho has paused to feast his
eyos on her winsome smile, before he
makes an attack on her companion,which he knows will banish the smile jfrom her face. The other hunter is
JenniiiK forward to see why the attack'has been delayed.

So realistic is the Bcene that It forms
a picture which has attracted consid¬
erable comment.

Dif* Suddenly on Str»ft.
Joseph Henderson, colored, who had'

been In the habit of selling vegetablesand roots at Seventeenth and Krank-
lin .Streets for a number of years, died
suddenly yesterday while seated heslfi"his pile of vegetables. The man was
dead when Ambulancc Surtceon Wicker [arrived at the scene.

;
Automobile attached

Sln«r llnmln nt Kmplrr Hold Mcolt'aCur fur WiKrn Clalmrd.
Under an attachment sued out lato

last niKht in the l<aw and Equity Court
by stage hands of the Kniplrn Theatre,
Sheriff Herbert Mercer early this morrt-
inK seized the automobile belonKlng fb
William Wade Scott, business manager
of the Liuclltc La Verne Company. ThS
stage hands complain that wages for
the past week due have not been paid,and that Mr. Scott is behindhand lbother payments. The attachment wil
K»tten out at 11:30 o'clock, and the au¬
tomobile was seized at 12:45 o'clock,
and is now In the possession of Sheriff
Mercer.

It was* stated b<- one of the conjf-plainants that the Umpire was closedlast night, iind that they were not
previously informed that the theatre
was to bo closed. f

T/ivBeft Gift'
Shepherd?
Candies? Jfe

$3 Silk Petticoats, $1.98
All shades, fine quality silk. Jerseytop. deep accordeon plaited flounce;these Skirts would be good

value at $3.00. A special *1 QQXmas offering at *pl»«/0
107 Eamt Broad Strut

Our stock is full of just such Gifts.things that will be a lasting reminderof the giver's thoughtfulness. Many of the items offered are very specialvalues.

45 Evening Gowns ' tjgActual Value up to $35.00 *

Just the Daintiest Gowns and DancingFrocks imaginable; no two alike in the en¬
tire lot and every one a stunning new style.This price would not pay the bare cost of
materials alone. What better gift for
mother, wife or daughter.

Actual $.'15.00 Dresses at $10.75.

35 Tailored Suits
Actual Value up to $35.00 J]$19.75

Broadcloths and Gabardines, in black,
navy, nigger brown, Russian" green and.Hague blue. Many of these Suits are hand¬
somely trimmed with fur; all are in the lat¬
est styles. Suits that are becoming to^ all
types and sizes. Early selections the best.

Actual $35.00 Suits at $19.75.

Silk. Underwear
and Hosiery

Dainty Accessories to every woman's wardrobe. She
can't have too great a supply. We know of no better
gift. "Niagara Maid" Underwear and Hosiery combine
the very best in style, with extreme durability. *

Silk Hosiery
"Niagara Maid" Silk Hose, in

black and all the leading shades;
t\v® qualities, both the very best
possible at the price.

$ 1.00 and $1.50
SPKCIAIj HOOT SILK,

U pairs for $1.00.
"Premier Brand" Hoot Silk, in

black and colors, all sizes. An ex¬
ceptional value.

Silk Underwear
Prom now until Christmas we offer the fol¬lowing special values in "Niagara Maid" SilkUnderwear. White and pink only.

Silk Vests; regular price $1.75, at $1.50Silk Mouses; regular price $2.08, at $2.50Silk Union Suits; regular price $3.08, at.". .$2.08
$1.00 Silk Brassieres at 50c

Silk Brassieres and Corset Covers, in whiteind pink; a number 01' exceedingly handsomestyles.a limited quantity at 50c.

Holiday Gloves at Bargain Prices
There is a reason for these bargain prices, and it is simply this we are closing outour Glove Department at prices which average less than cost.

2-clasp "Keyscr" Brand Chamesette; 50c quality, at .'10c2-clasp "Koyal" Brand P. lv.; $1.00 quality, at 79c.J-clasp "Meyer" Brand Cape; $1.00 quality, at 70e2-clasp "Royal" Brand Suede; $1.00 quality, at 70c2-clasp "Melrose" Brand Doeskin; $1.50 quality at $1.102-clasp "P. K." Brand Meyer; $1.50 quality, at $1.10H-clasp "Chanut" Brand (Jlace; $1.75 quality, at $1.102-clasp "Cliantilly" Brand Suede; $2.00 quality, at $1,5102-clasp "Clianut" Brand Glace; $2.00 quality, at $1.8012-hutton "(Jluinut" Brand Glace; $2.50 quality, at $1.0010-hutton "Meyers" Brand Glace; $$.50 quality, at $1.08 .lO-hutton "Snplish" Brand Doeskin; $2.08 quality, at $1.0K20-button "Meyer" Brand Glace; $1.00 quality, at $1.98

Other Practical Gifts
Blouses Furs Marabou$2.98 to -$10 $10 to $100 $3.98 to $10

Silk Petticoats Separate Coats
$2.98 to $10 $10 to $100


